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Congress about lupus and to help find a cure.
In the past, Congressional support has proven
to be an important factor in providing the
much needed funds to help the National Insti-
tutes of Health make important medical break-
throughs in the fight against lupus. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to join me in wel-
coming the members and friends of the Lupus
Foundation to Washington. I also urge my col-
leagues to sign on as a cosponsor of H.R.
762. With your help, we will win this fight.
f
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to and wish a
very happy birthday to a great New Yorker
and wonderful American, Jack Rudin. Jack
Rudin has served for many years on the
boards of many of New York’s prominent cul-
tural, education and social service organiza-
tions. He is a current member of the executive
committee and board of overseers and man-
agers of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center; an honorary trustee of the American
Museum of Natural History and of the Con-
gregation Shearith Israel, the Spanish and
Portugese Synagogue; vice chairman of Jazz
at Lincoln Center and director of the Hebrew
Free Loan Society and the George C. Mar-
shall Foundation.

In addition, Mr. Rudin is a trustee emeritus
of Iona College, where the Rudins established
the Roberta C. Rudin Program in Judeo-Chris-
tian Studies. As the original sponsor of the
New York City Marathon, he is also the chair-
man of that event.

As a veteran of World War II, he was
awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and
the Bronze Star for his courage and patriot-
ism. He also holds awards from many organi-
zations, including the Greater New York Coun-
cils of the Boy Scouts of America, Jewish
Theological Seminary for America, the Jewish
Foundation for Christian Rescuers/ADL,
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New
York, Conservancy for Historic Battery Park,
and the Congregation of Christian Brothers.
Mr. Rudin has received honorary degrees from
Iona College, City College, City University of
New York and the Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem.

Jack Rudin has been a great friend to Long
Island. On behalf of Long Island, Happy Birth-
day, Jack!
f
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Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on July
1, 1999, I missed fifteen votes because of
scheduled back surgery in Houston.

Had I been present, I would have voted:
Rollcall No. 262: Aye.
Rollcall No. 263: Aye.
Rollcall No. 264: No.
Rollcall No. 265: Aye.

Rollcall No. 266: Aye.
Rollcall No. 267: Aye.
Rollcall No. 268: No.
Rollcall No. 269: No.
Rollcall No. 270: No.
Rollcall No. 271: Aye.
Rollcall No. 272: Aye.
Rollcall No. 273: Aye.
Rollcall No. 274: Aye.
Rollcall No. 275: Aye.
Rollcall No. 276: Aye.
f
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, we began to
write the law that would become the Tele-
communications Act of 1996 in 1993. At that
time, the vast majority of the American people
were scarcely aware of the Internet’s exist-
ence and potential. In fact, it’s amusing to re-
call that some of the people we today revere
as visionaries—including those in, say,
Redmond, Washington—initially failed to un-
derstand the importance of the World Wide
Web.

Much has changed since then. The Internet
is on the front page of every major daily news-
paper, and every major daily newspaper is on
the Internet. E-mail addresses are exchanged
as freely as telephone numbers. And the ef-
fect on the nation’s commerce has been stag-
gering. But the most amazing thing about this
technological revolution is that this is only the
beginning.

That is why Representative BILLY TAUZIN
(R–LA) and I introduced H.R. 2420, the ‘‘Inter-
net Freedom and Broadband Deployment Act’’
on July 1, 1999. We want the exponential
growth of the Internet to continue unabated.
We want to remove outdated remnants of reg-
ulation written when we needed to safeguard
and promote a different world of telecommuni-
cations. Today, those rules do little more than
slow down progress. Out legislation is de-
signed to take the speed limits off the Informa-
tion Superhighway once and for all.

First, the bill makes sure that Internet serv-
ice will not become a de facto monopoly for
any one provider. As technological conver-
gence allows the cable and telephone wires in
every home to deliver virtually the same serv-
ices to the American people, it makes no
sense to treat these wires differently under the
law. It grossly distorts the operation of the
market by giving one wire an artificial advan-
tage over the other. Our bill protects con-
sumers from a new monopoly in the business
of Internet access and guarantees all Ameri-
cans the freedom to choose the very best
service at the lowest possible price.

Second, our bill protects consumers against
the increasing concentration of market power
in the Internet backbone business. The back-
bone of the Internet is virtually invisible to the
average user, but it’s arguably the most impor-
tant communications link in the chain. It also
has the potential of becoming the bottleneck
of the 21st century. Virtually every bit and byte
that travels over the Internet must cross one
or more of these backbone networks to reach

its destination. It is imperative that these net-
works remain competitive, and our bill will
make sure that is so.

We are embarking on a technological jour-
ney that has already transformed our lives.
The public is clamoring for new, high tech
services, but they will be slow in coming and
more expensive under current rules. Chairman
TAUZIN and I have put together a blueprint for
change that we believe will bring tremendous
benefits to American consumers and the na-
tion’s economy. We propose to leave behind
any personal biases and battle scars from
past telecom wars, and we look forward to an
exciting and stimulating debate characterized
first and foremost, by open minds, fresh ideas,
and a singular focus on what’s best for the
American people.
f
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to honor Ms. Oni Butterfly
of Silt, Colorado, for her community involve-
ment, leadership, and instrumental role in
forming the Silt Area Chamber of Commerce
in 1997. Her exceptional work ethic and will-
ingness to serve and help others are to be
commended.

After growing up in New Jersey, Ms. But-
terfly attended college in Syracuse, New York
where she earned a degree in bacteriology.
Later she received her master’s degree in en-
vironmental sciences. She has worked for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and for the
Northeastern U.S. Water Supply Study for the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Her integrity and ethics have aided her and
have led her to become the executive director
of the Silt Area Economic Development Coun-
cil and the music director for the valley’s Hot
Strings Band. Ms. Butterfly also dedicates her
time as the membership director for the moun-
tain states region of the Better Business Bu-
reau.

Ms. Oni Butterfly provides inspiration and an
example to follow as she works to serve and
better her community. I am grateful to her for
her hard work and dedication. Ms. Butterfly is
an amazing individual and it is for her commit-
ment to the citizens of Silt and for her perse-
verance that I now pay tribute to this remark-
able woman.
f

TRIBUTE TO BOBBY LANG LEG-
ENDARY TRACK COACH AT
FLORIDA A&M
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to Coach Bobby Lang, the leg-
endary track coach at Florida A&M University,
who resigned this past Friday, after 40 years
of service.

Coach Lang is the last in a long line of leg-
endary Florida A&M coaches who took little
and did much. A full time professor of health
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